JUNAGADH  APPOINTMENT                              161
IV
If Pherozeshah was in the front rank of public men in India at this
period, the position he had achieved in his profession was, as we
have seen, one of no less eminence. He had never much of a practice
on the Original side of the High Court, the strain and worry of
which were unsuited to his temperament. His work lay chiefly in the
Appellate division and in the mofussil, where his services were
eagerly sought after on his own terms. His advice was constantly
sought by the native princes, particularly the Chiefs of Kathiawar,
who valued his powerful advocacy and able draughtsmanship very
highly in the disputes which they had among themselves, or with
the suzerain power. When, therefore, the Junagadh Durbar was
looking out for an officer for reorganizing its judicial administration,
its choice immediately fell on Pherozeshah, and the appointment was
offered to him, and accepted in October 1892. The order appointing
him Special Councillor to the State contained a reference to his
services to the country and a graceful acknowledgment that it was
difficult to get a more suitable incumbent for the office. The ap-
pointment was made for two years, during which he was to complete
the reorganization of the judicial machinery of Junagadh, and the
salary was fixed at Rs. 2,000 per month. It was arranged that
Pherozeshah was to spend six months every year in the State, and
that he was free to pursue his other avocations when he was not
engaged in the work of his office.
The Junagadh Durbar might well have congratulated itself on
the appointment, which carried with it a promise which was amply
fulfilled in the short period during which Pherozeshah was in office.
As Judicial Councillor, it fell to his lot to preside over a Commission
appointed by the Nawab for the trial of some 79 persons charged
with complicity in the Prabhas-Patan riots. Seldom has a State trial
been conducted with the ability, patience and judicial fairness with
which the Commission carried out its onerous task. In the end, 18
persons were convicted, and considering that they had been nine
months in jail as under-trial prisoners, they were sentenced to light
terms of imprisonment. The judgment was a model of judicial ex*
position, showing a power of sifting evidence and a grasp of detail
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